
 

 

 

 

 

Benson C
Mana

reek F
geme

APP
Jan

 

 
Falls R
ent Pla

 

 

PENDICES
uary 2014

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Region
an Upd

S 
4 

nal Pa
date 

ark 



  



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1444-0019 

BEN

 

TA

AP

AP

AP

AP

AP

 

SON CREE

ABLE O

PENDIX A:  19

PENDIX B:  PA

PENDIX C:  SU

CONSULTA

PENDIX D:  ST

PENDIX E:  EN

FALLS REG

2013 ...........

EK FALLS 

3 

OF CON

999 PLAN ACT

ARK HISTORY

UMMARY OF 

ATION ............

TAKEHOLDER

NVIRONMENT

GIONAL  PARK

.......................

MANAGEM

NTENTS

TION SUMMAR

Y .....................

PUBLIC AND 

.......................

R CONSULTAT

TAL OVERVIEW

K, URSUS ENV

.......................

 

MENT PLA

S 

RY ..................

........................

STAKEHOLD

........................

ATION LIST ......

W OF BENSO

VIRONMENTA

........................

AN - APPEN

.......................

.......................

ER 

.......................

.......................

ON CREEK 

AL, MARCH 22

.......................

NDICES

............... 5 

............. 13 

............. 17 

............. 27 

2, 

............. 29 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1444-0019 

 

BENS

 

SON CREEEK FALLS 

4 

MANAGEMMENT PLAAN - APPENNDICES



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Table 1: 199

1999 Actio

Recreation

1. Adopt t

Manag

2. Addres

safety 

3. Close t

environ

have b

1444-0019 

99 Plan Actio

on 

n Manageme

the Benson C

ement Plan B

ss and mitigat

hazards. 

trails until deg

nmentally sen

een rehabilita

BEN

 

A
19

In 1

Re
Pla

com

add

The

link

on Summary 

ent 

Creek Falls 

Brief. 

te public 

graded 

nsitive areas 

ated. 

 

 

SON CREE

APPEND
999 PL

1999, the RD

gional Park.  

an Summary. 

mpleted.  So

dressed in the

e following Ta

ks how they a

Comparison

Statu

Comp

Ongo

Incomp

EK FALLS 

5 

DIX A: 
LAN AC

DN prepared a

The plan pro

 Over the pa

ome outstan

e updated Ma

able provides

are addressed

n Table 

us 2013 

plete  

oing  Ac

tra

 Ac

 Ac

 Ac

plete  No

MANAGEM

CTION S

a first Manage

ovided severa

ast 15 years,

ding actions

anagement Pl

s Summary of

d in the 2013 

 

Managemen

ction 5: Improv

ail descent 

ction 12: Barri

ction 15: Stair

ction 17: Bridg

o trail closures

 

MENT PLA

SUMMA

ement Plan fo

al actions for

 many of the

s remain rele

lan, while oth

f the status of

Management

nt Plan Refere

vements to B

ier at the Amm

r access to Am

ge Crossing o

s proposed 

AN - APPEN

ARY 

or Benson Cr

r the park in a

ese actions ha

evant today 

hers have evo

f the 1999 Ac

t Plan. 

ence 

Benson Creek

monite Falls o

mmonite Falls

over Benson C

NDICES

reek Falls 

an Action 

ave been 

and are 

olved. 

ctions and 

k ravine 

overlook 

s 

Creek 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

1999 Action

4. Conside

Crown L
 To th

40 A

 To th

of S

Woo

 To th

road

1407

Corp

 To th

Ben

betw

Roa

5. Obtain g

and stru

feasibilit

Benson 

6. Determi
quality fo

services

7. Coordin
re: deliv

recreatio

Nanaimo

8. Maintain

park per

adjacen

develop

444-0019 

n 

er adding the f

Lands to the P
he north: rem

Acres of Secti

he south: Rem

ection 17 not 

odlot 20 

he west of the

d dedication: C

7880 (B.C. Bu

poration) 

he east: Cont

son Creek rav

ween the park

d 

geotechnical e

uctural engine

ty review of ca

Creek crossi

ne desired lev

or park and o

s to be provide

ate with other

ery and prom

onal services

o, Tourism Na

n buffer areas

rimeter, becau

t lands may b

ed in the futu

 

BENS

following 

Park: 
mainder of We

on 18 

maining portio

included in 

e park access

Crown Reserv

uilding 

tinuation of th

vine ESA 

k and Andres 

engineering 

eering 

andidate 
ngs. 

vel of 

open space 

ed. 

r agencies 

motion of 

, ie. City of 

anaimo. 

s around the 

use 

be logged or 

re. 

SON CREE

Statu

est 

on 

s 

ve 

he 

Partial
Comple

(North a

South

Additio

comple

West a
East

Additio
incomple

Incompl

Comple

Ongoin

Ongoin

EK FALLS 

6 

s 2013 M

ly 

ete 

and 

h 
ns 

ete; 
nd 

t 

ns 

ete)

 Poli

bou

ete  Acti

revi

Ben

 Acti

env

to A

 Acti

env

cros

ete  As p

ng  Acti

BCF

orga

ng  Acti

with

MANAGEM

Management 

icy 2: Monitor

undary 

ion 13: Comp

ew for both th

nson Creek cr

ion 14: Comp

vironmental m

Ammonite Fal

ion 16: Comp

vironmental m

ssing at Bens

per RDN Park

ion 10: Devel

FRP that can 

anizations for

ion 11: Estab

h the Woodlot

MENT PLA

Plan Refere

r opportunities

plete geotechn

he Ammonite

rossing. 

plete an engin

management p

ls. 

plete an engin

management p

son Creek. 

ks & Trails Gu

op park user 

be distribute

r posting 

lish an annua

t managers. 

AN - APPEN

nce 

s to expand t

nical enginee

e Falls decent 

neered design

plan for stair a

neered design

plan for an im

uidelines 

information a

d to key 

al check-in me

NDICES

he park 

ering 

t and 

n and 

access 

n and 

mproved 

about 

eeting 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1999 Actio

9. Provide

orienta

entry a

10. Develo

informa

attribut

industr

Environme

1. Determ

means
environ

2. Protect

salmon

siltation

3. Revege

disturb

4. Discou
disturb

includin

fauna. 

5. Suppor

which e

environ

restora

1444-0019 

on 

e site identific

ation informati

areas. 

op an interpre

ation system 

tes and sensit

rial and cultura

ental Stewar

mine the appro

of protecting

nmentally sen

t important tro

n habitat from

n. 

etate slopes a

ed stream ba

rage remova
ance of park 

ng fossils, soi

rt and promot

enhance awa

nmental prote

ation. 

BEN

 

cation and 
on at park 

tive 

re: natural 

tivities, 

al heritage. 

dship 

opriate 
 

nsitive areas. 

out and 
 erosion and 

and 

ank areas. 

l or 
resources, 

ils, flora and 

te activities 

areness about

ection and 

SON CREE

Statu

Partia

Comp

(Entry 
at Wei

Roa

Incomp

Ongo

Ongo

Incomp

Ongo

t 

Ongo

EK FALLS 

7 

us 2013 

ally 

plete 

sign 
gles 
d) 

 Ac

sys

plete  Ac

sys

oing  As

oing  Po

an

mo

 Ac

tra

 Ac

 Ac

plete  Ac

tra

 Ac

 Ac

 Ac

are

re-

oing  Ac

dis

 Ac

oing  Po

ac

 Ac

wit

MANAGEM

Managemen

ction 9: Desig

stem 

ction 9: Desig

stem 

s per plan rec

olicy 9: Constr

nd ravine area

onitoring by a

ction 5: Improv

ail descent 

ction 15: Stair

ction 17: Bridg

ction 5: Improv

ail descent 

ction 15: Stair

ction 17: Bridg

ction 24: Unde

eas to assess

-establishmen

ction 25: Deve

scoveries 

ction 26: Inclu

olicy 11: Supp

ctivities. 

ction 20: Enco

th educationa

MENT PLA

nt Plan Refere

n and implem

n and implem

ommendation

ruction activit

as should incl

an R.P. Bio. 

vements to B

r access to Am

ge Crossing o

vements to B

r access to Am

ge Crossing o

ertake long-te

s erosion man

nt 

elop a policy f

uding the polic

port and envir

ourage and su

al institutions.

AN - APPEN

ence 

ment a park si

ment a park si

ns 

ties within ste

ude review a

Benson Creek

mmonite Falls

over Benson C

Benson Creek

mmonite Falls

over Benson C

erm monitorin

nagement and

for potential f

cy on park inf

ronment stew

upport conne

 

NDICES

gnage 

gnage 

eep slope 

nd 

k ravine 

s 

Creek 

k ravine 

s 

Creek 

ng of key 

d habitat 

fossil 

formation 

wardship 

ctions 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

1999 Action

6. Protect 
accomm

access 
Hoskins

wetland

7. Coordin

instream

Submit 
MOELP

8. Support

program

Malaspi

commun

9. Support

program

Natures

Streamk

Pedestrian 

1. Address

safety h

existing

2. Close tr

have be

degrade

rehabilit

444-0019 

n 

riparian area 

modate appro

re: Benson/ F

s Creek, strea

ds 

nate with MOE

m/bank stabili

applications t

P approval. 

t/develop edu

ms w/ MOELP

ina U-C, Scho

nity groups. 

t awareness/s

ms on adjacen

scape B.C., 

keepers, etc. 

Access and

s and mitigate

hazards assoc

 trails and site

rails until safe

een addresse

ed ESA’s hav

tated. 

 

BENS

ESA’s, and 
priate trail 

Flynnfall/ 

ams, 

ELP/DFO re: 
zation work. 

to obtain 

ucation 

P, MOF, 

ool District, 

stewardship 

nt lands, ie. 

 Trail Conne

e public 

ciated with 

e use areas. 

ety hazards 

d and 

ve been 

SON CREE

Statu

Ongoi

Incomp

Ongoi

Incomp

ections  

Incomp

Ongoi

EK FALLS 

8 

us 2013 M

ng  Pol

and

mo

lete  Act

env

to A

the 

 Act

env

cros

dur

app

ng  Act

with

lete  

lete  Act

trai

 Act

 Act

Act

ng  Act

trai

 Act

 Act

Act

MANAGEM

Management

icy 9: Constru

d ravine areas

nitoring by an

tion 14: Comp

vironmental m

Ammonite Fa

design and s

tion 16: Comp

vironmental m

ssing at Bens

ring the desig

plications. 

tion 20: Encou

h educational

tion 5: Improv

l descent 

tion 12: Barrie

tion 15: Stair a

tion 17: Bridge

tion 5: Improv

l descent 

tion 12: Barrie

tion 15: Stair a

tion 17: Bridge

MENT PLA

t Plan Refere

uction activitie

s should inclu

n R.P. Bio. 

plete an engin

management p

lls. Consult w

submit require

plete an engin

management p

son Creek. Co

n and submit

urage and su

l institutions. 

vements to Be

er at the Amm

access to Am

e Crossing ov

vements to Be

er at the Amm

access to Am

e Crossing ov

AN - APPEN

ence 

es within stee

ude review an

neered design

plan for stair a

with MFLNRO 

ed application

neered design

plan for an im

onsult with M

t required 

pport connec

enson Creek 

monite Falls o

mmonite Falls

ver Benson C

enson Creek 

monite Falls o

mmonite Falls

ver Benson C

NDICES

ep slope 

nd 

n and 

access 

 during 

ns. 

n and 

mproved 

FLNRO 

ctions 

ravine 

verlook 

Creek 

ravine 

verlook 

Creek 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1999 Actio

3. Plan/de

other a

MOELP

adjacen

leaseho

4. Assess

access 

located

ESA’s. 

5. Secure
existing

outside

bounda

6. Limit tra

disturba

streams

7. Locate 
rest/vie

comple

making

8. Upgrad

standar

1444-0019 

on 

evelop trail sta

gencies, inclu

P, MOF, City o

nt landowners

olders. 

s feasibility of 
trails which m

 in resources

 agreements 

g access corri

e current BCF

aries. 

ails and relate

ance within se

side areas of 

trails, signag

ewing areas, e

ementary relat

g efficient use 

de trails to est

rds. 

BEN

 

andards w/ 

uding 

of Nanaimo, 

s/ 

utilizing park 

may be 

s lands or 

for use of 

idors located 
RP 

ed 

ensitive, 

the site. 

e, info., 

etc. to create 

tionships, 
of capital. 

tablished 

SON CREE

Statu

Compl

Incomp

Incomp

Ongo

Ongo

Ongo

EK FALLS 

9 

us 2013 M

lete  As 

plete  Po

thre

  

plete  Po

BC

 Act

MF

Ma

Ro

 Act

ow

at t

ing  Po

and

mo

 Po

ide

env

ing  

ing  As 

 Act

relo

 Act

to r

Fa

 Act

MF

the

MANAGEM

Management

per RDN Pa

olicy 4: Improv

ree priority tra

olicy 3: Secure

CFRP – one to

tion 4: Obtain

FLNRO, with s

anager, for a p

oad to BCFRP

tion 8: Work w

wner to secure

the Weigles R

olicy 9: Constr

d ravine area

onitoring by a

olicy 10: If new

entified in the 

vironmental c

per RDN Pa

tion 5: Under

ocation of the

tion 6: Clear a

reconnect the

lls. 

tion 7: Once a

FLNRO has b

e Jameson Ro

MENT PLA

t Plan Refere

rks & Trails G

ve and mainta

ail routes iden

e two public a

o the north an

n a formal agr

support from 

public access

P. 

with MFLRNO

e an agreeme

Road Entranc

ruction activiti

as should inclu

n R.P. Bio. 

w trails are pla

plan), detaile

constraints sh

rks & Trails G

rtake trail imp

e ravine desce

and develop t

e Weigles Acc

a formalized 

been obtained

oad access ro

AN - APPEN

ence 

Guidelines 

ain trail acces

ntified 

access routes

nd one to the 

reement with 

the Woodlot 

s route from J

O and the Wo

ent for the Loo

ce. 

ies within stee

ude review an

anned (beyon

ed study to ide

hould be comp

Guidelines 

rovements or

ent to Benson

the flagged tr

cess to Ammo

agreement w

d, develop and

oute. 

NDICES

ss on the 

s to 

south 

#0020 

Jameson 

oodlot 

op Route 

ep slope 

nd 

nd those 

entify 

pleted. 

r 

n Creek. 

rail route 

onite 

with 

d sign 



 

 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

1999 Action

9. Decomm

redunda

10. Provide
order of

modera

Vehicle Acc

1. Prohibit

vehicles

emerge
service 

2. Conside

the park

3. Provide
on road
parking 

4. Plan ve
to minim

recreati
aesthes

5. Address

shoulde

location

MOTH/o

6. Determi

addition

increase

7. Discour

by non-

444-0019 

n 

mission subst

ant trails. 

 signage re: l

f difficulty, ie. 

te or most dif

cess and Pa

t use of motor

s within the pa

ncy or mainte

to key areas.

er limiting bicy

k. 

 safe parking
 shoulders on

area(s). 

hicle access 

mize impacts 

onal activities

sis. 

s requirement

er parking in e

ns.  Coordinat

other relevant

ine potential n

nal parking as

es. 

rage use of pa

park users. 

 

BENS

tandard and 

ength and 
easiest, 

fficult. 

rking 

rized 

ark, except 

enance 
 

ycle use in 

, whether 

n in a formal 

and parking 

on 

s and 

ts re: 

existing 

te with 

t agencies. 

needs for 

s demand 

arking areas 

 

SON CREE

Statu

Ongoi

Incomp

Ongoi

Incomp

Incomp

Ongoi

Incomp

Ongoi

Ongoi

EK FALLS 

10 

us 2013 M

ng  

lete  Act

sys

ng  Pol

Par

lete  Not

lete  Act

We

 Act

Jam

ng  Act

We

 Act

Jam

lete  Act

We

 Act

Jam

ng  Act

We

 Act

Jam

ng  Not

MANAGEM

Management

tion 9: Design

stem 

icy 8: Use of 

rk Use Bylaw 

t recommend

tion 2: Upgrad

eigles Road pa

tion 3: Develo

meson Road A

tion 2: Upgrad

eigles Road pa

tion 3: Develo

meson Road A

tion 2: Upgrad

eigles Road pa

tion 3: Develo

meson Road A

tion 2: Upgrad

eigles Road pa

tion 3: Develo

meson Road A

t addressed in

MENT PLA

t Plan Refere

n and impleme

BCFRP will b

No. 1399 

ed 

de, reorganize

arking lot 

op an off-road

Access point 

de, reorganize

arking lot 

op an off-road

Access point 

de, reorganize

arking lot 

op an off-road

Access point 

de, reorganize

arking lot 

op an off-road

Access point 

n 2013 plan 

AN - APPEN

ence 

ent a park sig

be governed b

e and expand

d parking area

e and expand

d parking area

e and expand

d parking area

e and expand

d parking area

NDICES

gnage 

by RDN 

d the 

a at the 

d the 

a at the 

d the 

a at the 

d the 

a at the 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1999 Actio

Partnershi

1. Incorpo

public, 

Adviso
ongoin
implem

2. Mainta
govern

coordin

develo

3. Establi
relation

landow

4. Establi
constru

standa
expecta

capabi

5. Resear

program

opportu

for park

1444-0019 

on 

ips and Mana

orate commun

senior gov’t, 

ry Committee

g planning/ 

mentation. 

in relationship

ment agencie

nate Park plan

pment, mana

sh compleme

nships with ad

wners/leaseho

sh consistent

uction/mainte

rds to meet c

ations and su

lities. 

rch senior gov

ms and relate

unities to prov

k developmen

BEN

 

agement 

nity group, 
RDN and 

e input into 

ps with 

es to 

nning, 

agement. 

entary 

djacent 

olders. 

t 

nance 

community 

uit RDN fiscal 

vernment 

ed 

vide funding 

nt. 

 

SON CREE

Statu

Ongo

Ongo

Ongo

Ongo

Ongo

EK FALLS 

11 

us 2013 

oing  No

oing  Ac

its 

 Ac

MF

to 

 Ac

ow

at 

 Ac

en

to 

the

 Ac

en

cro

du

ap

oing  Ac

wit

oing  As

 

oing  As

MANAGEM

Managemen

ot addressed 

ction 1: Make 

expiry in 202

ction 4: Obtain

FLNRO for pu

BCFRP 

ction 8: Work 

wner to secure

the Weigles R

ction 14: Com

nvironmental m

Ammonite Fa

e design and 

ction 16: Com

nvironmental m

ossing at Ben

uring the desig

pplications. 

ction 11: Esta

th the Woodlo

s per RDN Pa

s per RDN sta

MENT PLA

nt Plan Refere

in 2013 plan 

preparations

21 

n a formal ag

ublic access f

with MFLRNO

e an agreeme

Road Entranc

mplete an engi

management 

alls. Consult w

submit requir

mplete an engi

management 

nson Creek. C

gn and submi

blish an annu

ot managers. 

arks & Trails G

andard practic

AN - APPEN

ence 

 to renew the

reement with 

from Jameson

O and the Wo

ent for the Loo

ce. 

ineered desig

plan for stair

with MFLNRO

red applicatio

ineered desig

plan for an im

Consult with M

it required 

ual check-in m

Guidelines 

ces 

NDICES

e lease at 

n Road 

oodlot 

op Route 

gn and 

r access 

O during 

ons. 

gn and 

mproved 

MFLNRO 

meeting 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

1999 Action

6. Develop

of poten

initiative

facilitate

7. Synthes

and Ma
informat

Impleme

8. Plan ca
improve

impleme

9. Prepare

related 
propose

improve

10. Achieve

costs in

capital d

mainten

11. Encoura

NGOs, 
interest 

recreati
steward

12. Conside

‘Volunte

to facilit

participa

13. Continu

Commit

14. Prepare

report. 

15. Update 
time to t

444-0019 

n 

p and keep an

ntial 

es/improveme

e partnership 

size technical
nagement Pla

tion to develo

entations Pla

pital works an

ements to allo

entation. 

e detailed des

cost estimate

ed capital wor

ements. 

e maximum be

curred, includ

development 

nance costs. 

age partnersh

corporate citiz

groups to en

on and suppo

dship. 

er establishing

eers in the Pa

tate communi

ation in Park 

ue BCFRP Ad

ttee involvem

e brief BCFRP

BCFRP docu

time as requir

 

BENS

n updated list

ents to 
activities. 

 information 

an Brief 

op an 

n for BCFRP

nd site 

ow for staged 

sign and 

es for 

rks and site 

enefit for 

ding initial 

and ongoing 

hip with 

zens, and 
hance 

ort 

g a 

ark’ program 
ty 

stewardship. 

visory 

ent. 

P annual 

uments from 

red. 

SON CREE

Sta

t Ong

. 

Incom

Ong

Incom

Ong

Ong

Ong

Incom

Incom

Com

EK FALLS 

12 

atus 201

going  S

mplete  S

going  A

mplete  A

e

a

 A

e

i

going  A

going  A

going  A

mplete  N

mplete  A

mplete  2

MANAGEM

3 Manageme

Section 7.0: I

Section 7.0: I

As per RDN s

Action 14: Co

environmenta

access to Am

Action 16: Co

environmenta

mproved cros

As per RDN s

As per RDN s

As per RDN s

Not recomme

As per RDN s

2013 Manage

MENT PLA

ent Plan Refe

mplementatio

mplementatio

standard prac

omplete an en

al manageme

mmonite Falls.

omplete an en

al manageme

ssing at Bens

standard prac

standard prac

standard prac

ended 

standard prac

ement Plan 

AN - APPEN

erence 

on Summary

on Summary

ctices 

ngineered des

nt plan for sta

.  

ngineered des

nt plan for an

son Creek.  

ctices 

ctices 

ctices 

ctices 

NDICES

sign and 

air 

sign and 

n 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Date 

Early 1960

Nov. 26, 19

July 1973 

July 1974 

April 1975 

January 19

December 
1979 

June 1984 

June 1984 

Aug. 14, 19

March 1985

1444-0019 

Event

’s 16” fo

repres

Branc

969 A BC 
Refere

A redu

18 pla

Lands

Andre

RDN a

encom

develo

gravel

Lands

applica

978 RDN i

BC La

Resou

and H

RDN 
cance

RDN r

its esta

984 Sectio

1, Mou

5 RDN 
Recom

BEN

 

A
PA

The

dev

car

 

t 

ossilised amm

sentatives gat

h in Victoria t

Map Reserv

ence No. H-1-

uced area, tot

aced in Map R

s are held for 
a Falls, Manly

applies for 20

mpassing all 

opment was 
, plants or fos

s Branch repl

ation for rema

nquiry re: app

and Manager 

urce Managem

ighways will b

receives Min

l map reserve

replies recom

ablishment in

on 12 Map Re

untain District

representati

mmended tha

 

SON CREE

APPEND
ARK HI

e 1999 Mana

veloped a su

rries forward t

 

monite in th

thered photos

o propose pro

ve (Recreatio

-480. 80 ac

talling 80 acre

Reserve Statu

future recrea

y Falls, Benso

01.8 acres (8

of Sections

limited to sig

ssils. 

ies to RDN 

aining 120 ac

plication statu

replies that a

ment Commit

be testing for 

nistry of Land

e status and r

mmending tha

ncluding recre

eserve #6950

t) cancelled.

ves meet 

at a proposal b

EK FALLS 

13 

DIX B: 
ISTORY

agement Plan

mmary of key

these key dat

e bank of A

s and a box o

otection of a 2

on) was crea

cres 

es, comprised

us, part of the

ational use. T

on Creek Fal

82 ha) to be a

s 17 & 18, 

gnage related

noting east 6

cre (»48 ha) a

us. 

pplication has

ttee study. R

gravel resou

ds, Parks an

requesting jus

t map reserv

eational and e

1 (West 40 ac

with BC L

be submitted 

MANAGEM

Y 

n Brief for B

y dates for de

tes and adds 

Ammonite Fa

of fossils from

201.8 acre (

ated on Sect

d of the West 

e Recreationa

The Falls on B

ls, and Ammo

acquired by R

Range 1, M

d to user safe

60 acres of S

area is procee

s been turned

Resource Ana

rces. 

d Housing le

stification to r

ve status be r

educational va

cres of Sectio

Lands repre
by RDN. 

MENT PLA

Benson Creek

evelopment o

 activities bet

alls shattered

m the area an

82 ha) area a

tion 17 & 18

t 40 acres of e

al Land Bank 

Benson Creek

onite Falls. 

RDN for Regi

Mountain La

ety and to pr

Section 18 is

eding. 

d down, pend

alysis Branch 

etter advising

retain it. 

retained, citin

alues. 

on 18 and all 

esentative to

AN - APPEN

k Falls Regio

of the park.  T

tween 1999 a

d by vandal

nd met with B

as Provincial 

8, File No. 0

each of Sectio

where certai

k has been k

onal Wilderne

and District. 

rohibit the rem

s privately ow

ding Integrated

will be analy

g of their inte

g original rea

of Section 17

o discuss s

NDICES

onal Park 

This plan 

and 2013.

s. Local 

BC Parks 

Park. 

0293664, 

ons 17 & 

in Crown 

known as 

ess Park 
Planned 

moval of 

wned but 

d 

ysing soil 

ention to 

asons for 

7, Range 

situation. 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

Date 

July 1985 

March 1986

July 1986 

September 
1986 

November 
1986 

December 
1986 

February 19

April 1987 

June 1987 

June 1987 

October 198

November 
1987 

February 19

March 1988

June 1988 

444-0019 

Event 

RDN s

preserv

Park or

6 BC Lan

area, w

Road. 

RDN r

require

BC Lan

purpos

RDN s
referrin

to the D

B. Willi
Park ar

987 A. Cail
take ac

Lake C

RDN a

Highwa

Prelimi

Highwa

route b

87 RDN s

public a

Ministry

consen

RDN se

988 Ministry

survey 

8 Survey

work m

Ministry

 

BENS

submits repo

vation of the 

r transfer of ti

nds proposes

which encomp

requests awa

ements of the 

nds issues a 
es. 

ubmits lease 

ng to future co

District). 

amson, B.C.L

rea. 

let submits t

ction to proce

Correctional C

authorises su

ays District Of

nary survey p

ays responds

be provided be

submits Crow

access betwe

y of Forests 

nt from Sincla

ends letter to 

y advises sur

instructions a

yor advises R

must be done. 

y extends dea

SON CREE

ort proposal 
Benson Cree

tle to the RDN

s a 30 year l

passed the cu

ard of a sho

longer lease 

2 year Licens

application d

ompletion of 

L.S. ,instructe

rail developm

eed with dev

Centre crews.

rveyor to com

ffice. 

plan copy sen

s and applies

etween the P

wn Land Leas

een the Park a

and Lands r

ir Ganderton 

Sinclair Gan

rveyor that th

are amended

RDN that beca

RDN receive

adline for com

EK FALLS 

14 

to BC Land

ek area recom

N for park. 

lease, subjec

urrent Park a

ort term (2 
could be met

se of Occupa

documents, ba

necessary su

ed by Ministry

ment proposa

velopment of 

mmence surv

nt to RDN. 

 7 conditions

ark and Weig

se application

and Weigles R

replies to app

Contractors L

derton Contra

he application

. 

ause the plan

es letter from 

mpletion of su

MANAGEM

ds describing

mmending eit

ct to metes a

area minus th

year) lease

t (i.e. metes a

ation for a por

ased on acce

urvey (before 

y of Forests a

l to RDN. RD

trails in the 

vey. Propose

s of approval 

gles Road. 

n to Ministry 
Road. 

plication for a

Ltd. who hold

actors Ltd. req

n will be proc

n will be regi
Ministry expla

urvey to Dece

MENT PLA

g the need 

ther establish

and bounds s

he right of wa

 during whic

and bounds s

rtion of Sectio

ess from priva

title to the la

and Lands to 

DN Board rec

Park with as

ed park surve

 including a 

of Forests a

access lease

d lease over a

questing cons

cessed under

stered under

aining their po

mber 15, 198

AN - APPEN

and justifica

hment of a Pr

survey of the 

ay access to W

ch time the 
urvey). 

ons 17 & 18 f

ate lands to th

and can be co

survey the pr

commends th

ssistance of B

ey plan copy 

20 m. public 

and Lands fo

e requesting 

area of access

sent. 

r the Land A

r the Land Ac

oint of view.

88. 

NDICES

ation for 

rovincial 

subject 

Weigles 

various 

for Park 

he east, 

onveyed 

roposed 

hat staff 

Brannen 

sent to 

access 

r 20 m. 

letter of 

s. 

ct. Park 

ct, more 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Date 

July 1988 

February 1

March 1989

December 

September

October 19

August 199

March 1992

1444-0019 

Eve

RDN

Prov

989 BC L
 p

p

 R

b

9 RDN

deve

1990 BC 
and 

r 1991 RDN

991 BC L

the 
the p

Con

Crow

advi

encr

91  MOE

purp

or re

cons

2 RDN

Bran

BEN

 

nt 

N Board dec

vince dedicate

Lands issues
preparation of

prerequisite to

RDN shall not

bank without p

N Board reco

elopment of a

Crown Lands

19, Range 1,

N submits lea

Lands and Pa

plan, and in p

park plan mus

cern was not

wn Land and 
sed to conta

roaches to de

ELP issues L

poses for a pe

emove vegeta

sent of MOEL

N Board reco

nnen Lake Co

 

 

SON CREE

ides to direc

e the area as

 a 2 yr. Licen
f a developme

o a Crown Gra

t fill build or re

prior written c

mmends that

a park plan fo

s accepts, co

, Mountain Di

se document

arks responds

particular any

st receive BC

ted that portio

BC Lands an

act the owner

etermine pote

Lease #1039

eriod of 30 ye

ation within 7

LP. 

ommended th

orrectional Ce

EK FALLS 

15 

ct staff to pu
 Provincial Pa

se of Occupa
ent plan prior 

ant of the pro

emove vegeta

consent of MO

t Director Cai
r Benson Cre

nfirms and da

strict as a Pa

ts and park de

s to RDN sub

y construction

C Lands and P

ons of the tra

nd Parks requ

rs of the othe

ntial concerns

87 to RDN c

ears, with the

.5 metres of 

hat Director C

entre crews to

MANAGEM

rsue acquirin

ark. 

ation with spe
r to the expiry 

operty. 

ation within 7

OELP. 

illet be author

eek Park (24.0

ates survey p

ark as of Dece

evelopment p

bmission notin

n of buildings 

Parks prior au

ail system ext

uires tenure u

er properties 
s. 

commencing 

e special prov

the top of the

Caillet be au

o construct tra

 

MENT PLA

ng title to the

ecial provisos 
y of the Licens

.5 metres of t

rised to act a

01 hectare ar

plan of Block 

ember 3, 199

plan to BC Lan

ng that any sig

 or parking lo

uthorization. 

tend beyond 

under the Lan

 upon which 

August 1, 19

viso that the R

e stream ban

uthorised to e

ails in the par

AN - APPEN

e land or ha

requiring: 
se and as a 

the top of the 

as co-ordinato

rea). 

A of Section

0. 

nds and Park

gnificant chan

ots not provid

Park bounda

nd Act. RDN w

its Park trai

991 for regio

RDN shall not

k without prio

enlist the ser

rk. 

NDICES

aving the 

stream 

or for the 

ns 17, 18 

ks. 

nges to 

ded for in 

ries onto 

was also 
l system 

onal park 

t fill build 

or written 

rvices of 



 

 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

Date 

October 199

October 19

February 19

May 1999 

August 1999

2002 

September 

March 2013

December 2

 

444-0019 

Even

96 RDN 
bottom

- a ris

off the

not in
 the

res

 ex

de

 pro

en

 no

 MO

re

 MO

cre

no

996 Carey

Mater

Benso

RDN 

feasib

999 Coast

J.C. L

9 1999 

4 acc

over m

2007 Lease
 Blo

pa

3 Enviro

2013 2013 

 

BENS

t 

letter to MO

m of Ammoni

sk problem w

e existing rou

 support of th
e existing trai

sulted in slou

xisting banks a

esign an effec

oposed upgra

ncourage incre

o trail work sh

OELP is not i

habilitation m

OELP recomm

eek crossing 

ot reduce the 

y Taylor Asso

rials Group fo

on Creek ravi

staff and BC 

bility, but BC L

tal Resource 

Lee and Asso

Management

cess bridges a

minor creeks.

e agreement 
ock B and Blo

ark to 31.33 h

onmental Ove

Management

 

SON CREE

OELP notes t

ite Falls is ba

which needs to

ute and creat

he new trail pr
l was poorly e

ghing and ero

along that po

ctive route wit

ading work wi

eased access

ould be unde

n favour of “e

measures that 

mends that if 

be found that

overall cross-

ociates submit

or a private lan

ine area betw

Environment

Lands repres

Mapping Ltd 

ociates Ltd. su

t Plan Brief co

are constructe

. 

modified to in
ock C of Sect

a in size 

erview report 

t Plan Update

EK FALLS 

16 

that the infor

are of vegetat

o be address

te a safer alte

roposal, as fo
established a

osion of the b

rtion of Benso

hout causing 

ill only serve t

s and damage

ertaken until th

encouraging in

will inevitably

RDN “is dete

t would reduc

-sectional are

ts a proposal 

nd/Crown lan

ween the curre

t representativ

entatives are

provides add

ubmits environ

ompleted. 

ed from the W

ncorporate: 
tion 17, all wit

completed 

e completed

MANAGEM

rmal route us

tion and has b

ed as soon a

ernative trail. 

ollows: 
and is now lar

banks. 

on Creek und

further dama

to legitimize t

e to the bank

he existing cr

ncreased use

y result in furt

ermined to co

ce the overall 

ea of the chan

 to RDN on b

nd property ex

ent Park boun

ves are intere

e not supportiv

ditional survey

nmental repo

Weigles Road

thin Range 1,

MENT PLA

sed to acces

become very 

as possible. R

 MOELP lette

rgely deteriora

der discussion

age to soils an

the use of the

ks. 

rossing (fallen

e by supportin

ther deteriora

nduct this wo

impact of ped

nnel.” 

behalf of Warr

xchange for th

ndary and An

ested in asses

ve 

y information 

ort to RDN. 

d entrance to 

, Mountain Di

AN - APPEN

s the area n

slick and dan

RDN intends t

er indicated t

ated, which h

n are too stee

nd vegetation

ese trails and

n log) is impro

ng short-term

ation of fish ha

ork, an alterna

destrian traffi

ren Paving an

he continuatio

dres Road. 

ssing proposa

provide park

strict, expand

NDICES

near the 

ngerous 

to block 

they are 

as 

ep to 

n. 

oved. 

abitat.” 

ate 

c and 

nd 

on of 

al’s 

k access 

ding the 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Input  board 

Open  House  a

Community Pa

1444-0019 

developed  at 

at  Creekside  P

ark on June 22n

BEN

 

A
SU
ST

Pu

Du
Ma

doc

foll
Op

Pu

A p

opp

the

thre

Sta

inc
out

peo

the

Inte

use

com

pos

Su

 
the 

Place 
nd.  

SON CREE

APPEND
UMMA
TAKEH

ublic Cons

ring the firs

anagement P

cument peop

owing summ

pen House eve

ublic Open

public open h

portunity to re

e consulting te

ee stations: 

1) Creeksi

2) Jameso

3) Weigles

ation 1 (Cree

luded many 

tside the com

ople, but inclu

e Nanaimo reg

eractive displ

es, valued 

mments were

sters are avai

ummary o

1) Improve

focused

2) Improve

signage

boundar

EK FALLS 

17 

DIX C: 
ARY OF
HOLDER

sultation S

st phase o
lan Update, 

ple’s concern

mary documen

ent and a Pub

n House #1

house was he

ecord and dis

eam. An esti

de Place Com

on Rd. Park E

s Rd. Park En

ekside Place 
nearby resid

mmunity who

uded more ca

gion. 

ay boards we

places, com

e provided a

ilable for view

of Respons

e accessibilit

d on the additi

e signage th

e as the top p

ry signs, park

MANAGEM

F PUBLI
R CONS

Summary

of the Bens

public consu

s, questions 

nts two key 

blic Input Sur

1 

eld on June 

scuss their ide

mated 75 pe

mmunity Park

Entrance 

ntrance 

Community 
dents, stakeho

o use the pa

asual and fre

ere used to g

mmon issues

and recorded

wing on the pr

ses Collec

ty to Ammo

ion of stairs a

roughout the

priority, but a

k maps and in

MENT PLA

IC AND
SULTAT

y 

son Creek F

ultations were

and ideas a

sources of p

rvey. 

22, 2013 to 

eas with Reg

eople attende

k (main venue

Park) drew 
olders and s

ark. Stations 

equent park u

gather feedba

s and new 

d directly on

roject website

cted at the

onite falls. S

and a viewing

e park. Input

also included

nterpretive inf

AN - APPEN

D 
TION 

Falls Region

e held to ide

about the pa

public input, 

provide the 

gional District 

d or provided

e) 

the most pe

several reside

2 and 3 dre

users from all

ack and inpu
opportunitie

n the park m

e.   

e Open Ho

Suggestions 

 platform. 

t indicated d

 suggestions

formation. 

NDICES

nal Park 

entify and 

ark.  The 

a Public 

public an 
staff and 

d input at 

ople and 
ents from 

ew fewer 

 areas of 

t on park 
s. Many 

map. The 

ouse:  

primarily 

directional 

s for park 



 

 

A

t

T

W

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

3) Impro

impro

trail 
Road

4) Add/i

Place

5) Addr

Many

occu

 

 
6) Ackn

and l

This 

Public Sur

A survey was

the communi

 Surv

 Loca

Hous

 Resp

The following

and repeated

Vision 

What are the

1) Natu

2) Natu

3) Prote

How should 

1) Addit

2) Rem

444-0019 

ove parking 

ovements to 
route to Am

d, or a new ac

improve conn

e Community 

ess parking 

y residents d

rring at the Ja

Roadside p

emergency a

Nuisance iss

nowledge and

longtime park

history is an i

rvey #1 

s launched at

ty with opport

vey Open: Ma

ation: Online

se and RDN P

ponses: 106 

g is a summar

d themes rece

e most signif

re based recr

re appreciatio

ection of envir

the 1999 vis

tion of mounta

ain a wilderne

 

BENS

and acces

the Weigles 

mmonite Falls

ccess through

nections to a

Park and Mo

issues and g

directly adjace

ameson entra

arking impa

access 

ues such as p

d protect amm

k users told s

important asp

t the start of 

tunities to rec

ay 27 – June 

 and availab

Park offices  

complete sur

ry of feedback

eived.  

ficant functio

reation 

on 

ronmentally s

sion be upda

ain biking & tr

ess park (stay

SON CREE

s into park.

Road parkin

), potential n

h the adjacent

adjacent publ

ount Benson R

garbage at Ja

ent to the pa

ance included

cting local 

partying and 

monite fossil 

stories about f

pect of the pa

the project to

cord their idea

29 

ble in hard c

rvey response

k, which categ

ons of the pa

sensitive area

ted?  

rail running 

y the same) 

EK FALLS 

18 

. Suggestion

ng (along wit

new parking 

t gravel quarr

ic lands (e.g

Regional Park

ameson Roa

ark indicated 

d: 

traffic, and 

garbage.  

beds. Sever

fossils found 
rk. 

o provide all m

as and input.

opy at the P

es 

gorizes quant

ark today? 

s 

MANAGEM

ns included 

th improved 
on Andres 

ry. 

. Creekside 
k). 

ad entrance. 

that issues 

potentially, 

ral residents 
in the park. 

members of 

Public Open 

tified results 

MENT PLAAN - APPENNDICES



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Table 1: Sur

Respons

Nature-ba

Nature ap

Protection
sensitive a

Opportuni
about regi
features, l
geology 

Creation o
that link ad

Stewardsh

Opportuni
about plan
communit
 

1444-0019 

rvey results r

se 

ased recreati

preciation 

n of environm
areas 

ties to see a
ionally signif
andforms an

of habitat co
djacent area

hip opportun

ties to see a
nt, fish and w
ies 

BEN

 
related to the

ion  

 

mentally  

and learn 
ficant 
nd 

 

rridors 
as 

 

nities  

and learn 
wildlife 

 

Sa

Vis

In g

use

par

Ho

SON CREE

e park’s func

Chart 

 

 

 

 

Total Resp

mple of comm

 “I think t

for the c

 “Additio

 “In the f

steward

 “Connec

Park.” 

siting the p

general, the 

ers saw few 

rking were ba

ow often to pe

 Spring/S

multiple

 Fall/Win

multiple

EK FALLS 

19 

ction and vis

 

onses 

ments receive

the park shou

city. We do no

n of mountain

fifth bullet, ma

dship.” 

cted via a wi

park 

survey found

limitations, 

arriers to park

eople visit th

Summer: 29%

 times a week

nter: 27% vis

 times a week

MANAGEM

sion. 

Perce

 89

63

44

36

32

13

11

ed with respec

uld be left as 

ot need to cha

n biking and t

ake explicit m

ldlife corridor

d the park is 
the remainin

k use. 

he park? 

% visit the pa

k.  

sit the park 

k.  

MENT PLA

entage 

9% 

3% 

4% 

6% 

2% 

3% 

1% 

ct to future pa

it is. This par

ange anything

trail running.” 

mention of 'ed

r with the Mo

used year ro

ng strongly i

ark weekly, w

weekly, with

AN - APPEN

Count 

92 

65 

45 

37 

33 

13 

11 

103 

ark vision: 

rk is basically 

g about the p

ducation' in a

ount Benson 

ound. Half of 
ndicated acc

with 4% using

h 5% using 

NDICES

free now 
ark.”  

ddition to 

Regional 

the park 

cess and 

 the park 

the park 



 

 

W

A

T

T

W

 

A

T

A

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

What limits u

 56% 

 Acce

Access/Pa

The majority 
(roughly equa

Table 2: Acc

Response

Jameson Ro
Place 

Weigles Roa
Road or Big

Other, pleas

Other access

 “Gall

 “Via t

 “Walk

 “From

Activities 

The top 3 ac

1) Hikin

2) View

3) Dog W

Activities co

1) Picni

2) Natu

3) Photo

444-0019 

use of the pa

saw little to n

ess and parkin

arking 

of users acce

al split).  

cess to the p

oad/Creeksi

ad (from Do
gs Road) 

se specify... 

s points comm

oway Gulch.”

trails (on my m

k from my yar

m Andres Rd,

ctivities ident

ng 

wing Ammonite

Walking 

onsidered les

cking 

re appreciatio

ography 

 

BENS

ark? 

no limits to the

ng were the m

ess the park f

ark. 

Ch

de  

umont  

 

To

monly identifie

” 

mountain bike

rd on Creeksi

 Manly Rd th

tified in the p

e Falls 

ss applicable

on/Bird Watch

 

SON CREE

eir use 

main limitation

from Weigles

hart 

 

otal Respon

ed into the pa

e).” 

ide Place off J

rough gravel 

park: 

e to the park,

hing 

EK FALLS 

20 

ns 

 Road or Jam

 

 

nses 

rk included: 

Jameson.” 

pit.” 

, included: 

MANAGEM

meson Road 

Percent

65%

63%

15%

MENT PLA

tage 

% 

% 

% 

AN - APPEN

Count 

68 

66 

16 

104 

NDICES



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

Table 3: Sur

Respons

Hiking 

Viewing A

Dog Walk

Mountain 

Photograp

Nature Ap
Watching 

Picnicking

Other, ple

Other, ple

 

1444-0019 

rvey results o

se 

Ammonite Fa

ing 

Biking 

phy 

ppreciation/B

g 

ase specify.

ase specify.

BEN

 
on park uses

alls 

Bird 

... 

... 

 

Pe

65%

use

enc

cle
are

Im

The

The

SON CREE

s. 

Chart 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Total Resp

ets in the P

% of the resp

ers feel that 

couraged so 

an up after 

eas were sugg

mprovemen

e top park as

1) Navigat

2) Parking

3) Access 

e top 3 issue

1) Access,

  “Ge

from

EK FALLS 

21 

 

 

ponses 

Park 

pondents visi
dogs are not

long as the d

them.  Amen

gested. 

nt Ideas for

spects/amen

ion/Park Sign

to Benson Cr

es or challen

, sample of co

etting down t

m getting dow

MANAGEM

Perce

81

58

42

40

30

26

5

10

0

it the park wi

t an issue in

dogs are not 

nities such a

r Benson C

nities that pe

nage 

reek/Ammoni

nges in the p

omments incl

to the falls - 

wn.” 

MENT PLA

entage 

1% 

8% 

2% 

0% 

0% 

6% 

5% 

0% 

0% 

ith their pets
 the park an
disturbing w

as garbage re

Creek Falls

eople were di

ite Falls 

ark today: 

ude: 

that first rope

AN - APPEN

Count 

85 

61 

44 

42 

31 

27 

5 

10 

0 

105 

. The majorit

d off-leash s

wildlife and the

eceptacles a

s Regional 

issatisfied w

e is what sto

NDICES

ty of park 

should be 

e owners 

at parking 

Park 

with:  

opped me 



 

 

T

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 “

m

 “

2) Signa

 “

 “

 “

3) Parki

 “

 “

P

b

 “

The top 3 im

1) Impro

  “

a

v

a

R

 “

 “

2) Trail 

 “

 “

 “

3) Signa

 “

  “

 “

w

444-0019 

Accessibility-

most citizens.

Proper parkin

age, sample o

Bad signage.

Clear directio

The lack of p

ing, sample o

The lack of p

People parki

Place Commu

by…” 

Parking away

mprovements

oved access, 

“Creekside/Ja

addressed (sa

vehicles acce

awareness lev

RDN and City

Advertise Jam

Improved acc

improvement

Better access

Re-assess tra

Improve bank

age improvem

Map or better

“Signs, signs

Mapping - tra

waterfalls), etc

 

BENS

- need for clea

” 

ng and access

of comments 

.” 

ons from the p

osted trail ma

of comments i

arking or sign

ng on both s

unity Park an

y from neighb

s recommend

sample of co

ameson Rd 

afety issue as

ess to the 

vel of the par

y of Nanaimo 

meson Road 

cess to Ammo

ts/maintenanc

s bridge acros

ail network an

k trails, eg. st

ments/trail ma

r signage den

, signs.. with 

ail mapping, p

c.” 

 

SON CREE

ar road acces

s trail to falls.

include: 

parking spot a

aps and acces

include: 

nage at Jame

sides of Jame

nd blocking vi

bourhood acce

ded for the p

omments inclu

Access poin

s cars block re

neighbourho

k is to be enh

residents.” 

as being the 

onite Falls fro

ce, sample of

ss creek.” 

nd consider re

eps/ropes.” 

aps, sample o

noting access

distances and

park mapping

EK FALLS 

22 

ss & an adeq

” 

and all turn of

ss to trailhead

son access p

eson Rd. and

sibility for tra

ess and egres

ark: 

ude: 

nt parking ne

esident's and

ood - espec

hanced and a

safe access.”

om Weigles R

f comments in

elocating trail

of comments i

 to falls via W

d estimated h

, significant fe

MANAGEM

uate trail for 

ffs.” 

ds.” 

point.” 

d Creekside 

affic passing 

ss areas.” 

eeds to be 
 emergency 

cially if the 

advertised to 

” 

Road.” 

nclude: 

s.” 

include: 

Weigles.” 

hiking time.” 

features (i.e. 

MENT PLAAN - APPENNDICES



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1444-0019 

BEN

 
Pu

A p

opp

Re
atte

Inte

Su

SON CREE

ublic Open

public open h

portunity to re

gional Distric

end the event

eractive displa

ummary o

1) Caution

become

2) The RD

expand 

3) Signage

and info

4) If use in

may oc

within th

 Par

 Oth
Lon

5) The fol

priority:

 Dev

 Des

6) Prioritie

 Jam

 Wei

7) Alternat

 Maj

 Tho

rout

8) Jameso

 Opt

Jam

Opt

 Con

wate

EK FALLS 

23 

n House#2

ouse was he

eview Draft p

ct staff and t

t at Mountain 

ay boards we

of Respons

 should be e

es too easy th

DN should c
the park. 

e improvemen

ormation abou

ncreases, issu

ccur.  While 

he park, the tr

king options w

er suggestio

gview Road 

llowing actio

veloping stair 

signing and Im

s for amenitie

meson Road: T

igles Road: S

te Jameson R

ority in agree

ose not in ag

te 

on Road Park

ions 1 (Creek

meson and Cr

ion 3. 

ncerns about 

ercourse. 

MANAGEM

2 

ld on Octobe

plan direction

the consultin

View Elemen

ere used to ga

ses Collec

exercised wh

here is risk of 

consider oppo

nts should in

ut level of diffi

ues between 

conflicts we

rails accessin

were conside

ons includin

ons received 

access and v

mplementing a

es at trailhead

Trail maps, s

Signage, benc

Road Route: 

ement with the

greement pre

ing: 

kside Place C

reekside Pl) w

Option 2 inc

MENT PLA

er 23, 2013 to

ns and discus

ng team. An 

ntary School. 

ather feedbac

cted at the

hen increasing

overuse and 

ortunities to 

clude distanc

iculty. 

 motorized a

eren’t identifie

ng the park m

ered.   

g moving t

the most f

viewing platfo

a comprehen

ds included: 

ignage, restro

ch 

e proposed al

efer the chal

Community P

were evenly s

cluded potenti

AN - APPEN

o provide the 

ss their feedb

estimated 3

ck.  

e Open Ho

g public acce

damage. 

obtain more

ce markers, t

nd non-moto

ed as major 
ay have more

the park ac

feedback for

orm to Ammon

nsive park sign

ooms  

lternate route

llenge of the

Park) and 2 (C

split.  Less su

ial impact on 

NDICES

public an 

back with 

0 people 

ouse:  

ess.  If it 

e land to 

rail maps 

rized use 

concern 

e use.  

ccess to 

r highest 

nite Falls 

n system 

e 

e steeper 

Corner of 

upport for 

adjacent 



 

 

A

 

 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

Summary

Do you agre

Response 

Strongly Ag

Agree 

Do you agre

Balanced Re

Regionally S
Features  

Environmen

Environmen

Park Stewar

444-0019 

y of Feedb

e with the vi

ree 

e with the go

ecreational U

Significant 

ntal Protectio

ntal Connect

rdship 

 

BENS

back Form

sion stateme

Ch

 

 

To

oals for Bens

S

Use 

on  

ivity 

 

SON CREE

m Response

ent? 

hart 

otal Respon

son Creek Fa

Strongly 

Agree 

27% 

38% 

50% 

50% 

62% 

EK FALLS 

24 

es 

nses 

alls Regiona

Agree 

73% 

50% 

50% 

44% 

38% 

MANAGEM

Percentage

50%

50%

al Park? 

Neutral 

0% 

12% 

0% 

6% 

0% 

MENT PLA

e Cou

% 

% 

Disagree 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

AN - APPEN

unt 

8 

8 

16 

Strongly 

Disagree 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

NDICES

Total  

15 

16 

16 

16 

16 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

 Do you ag

 

(Action #2
reorganize
Road park

(Action #3
road parki
Road Acc
the Feedb
about pos

(Action #5
improvem
to Benson
a new brid
ravine to r
crossing. 

(Action #7
and sign a
route as a
Question #
for more d
route). 

(Action #8
agreemen
Weigles R
recreation
during wo
trail to info
outside th

(Action #9
implement
signage sy

(Action #1
access wit
Ammonite
remediatio

1444-0019 

ree with the 

2, Pg. #28) U
e and expan
king lot.  

3, Pg. #29) D
ing area at t
ess (see Qu

back Form fo
sible lot loca

5, Pg. #33) U
ents for the 

n Creek in co
dge crossing
replace the F

7, Pg. #34) S
a Jameson R
an entrance t
#7 of the Fe

details about

8, Pg. #34) S
nt for the Loo
Road Entranc
nal trail and m
odlot activiti
orm users wh
e park boun

9, Pg. #35) D
t a compreh
ystem. 

5, Pg. #38) 
th viewing p

e Falls, includ
on for eroded

BEN

 
key actions 

Upgrade, 
nd the Weigle

Develop an o
he Jameson

uestion #5 of
or more deta
ations). 

Undertake tra
ravine desc

onjunction w
g over the 
Fallen Log 

Secure, deve
Road access
to BCFRP (s
edback Form
t the propose

Secure an 
op Route at t
ce as a 
maintain its u
es.  Sign the
hen they are
dary. 

Design and 
ensive park 

Develop sta
latforms to 
ding slope 
d slopes. 

SON CREE

described b

Strong

Agre

es 
31%

off-
n 
f 

ails 

38%

ail 
ent 

with 

31%

elop 
s 
see 
m 
ed 

42%

the 

use 
e 
e 

46%

42%

air 54%

EK FALLS 

25 

elow?  

gly 

e 

Agree

% 46%

% 38%

% 62%

% 33%

% 54%

% 58%

% 38%

MANAGEM

e Neutral

23% 

15% 

8% 

8% 

0% 

0% 

8% 

MENT PLA

Disagree 

0% 

8% 

0% 

17% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

AN - APPEN

Strongly 

Disagree 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

0% 

NDICES

Total 

13 

13 

13 

12 

13 

12 

13 



 

 

A

 

W

 

A

 

A

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

Do you gene

Response 

Strongly Ag

Agree 

Which Jame

Response 

P1: Creeksid
Community 

P2: Corner o
and Creeksi

P3: Inside W

Do you agre

Response 

Strongly Ag

Agree 

Neutral 

Disagree 

Strongly Dis

Do you agre

Response 

Agree 

Neutral 

Disagree 

444-0019 

erally agree w

ree 

eson Road pa

de Place 
Park Existin

of Jameson 
ide Place 

Woodlot Gate

e with the pr

ree 

sagree 

e with the pr

 

BENS

with the Poli

Ch

  

 

To

arking option

Ch

ng Lot 
 

Road  

e  

To

roposed new

Ch

 

 

 

 

  

To

riorities in of

Ch

 

 

  

To

SON CREE

cies & Actio

hart 

otal Respon

n do you pre

hart 

 

 

 

otal Respon

w Jameson R

hart 

 

 

 

 

otal Respon

f the Draft Pl

hart 

 

otal Respon

EK FALLS 

26 

ns in the Dra

nses 

efer? 

nses 

Road Access 

nses 

an (Immedia

 

nses 

MANAGEM

aft Plan?  

Perce

8%

92

Perce

45

45

9%

 Route? 

Perce

17

33

17

25

8%

ate, Short-Te

Percentage

69

23

8%

MENT PLA

entage 

% 

2% 

entage 

5% 

5% 

% 

entage 

7% 

3% 

7% 

5% 

% 

rm, Medium-

e 

9% 

3% 

% 

AN - APPEN

Coun

1 

12

13

Coun

5 

5 

1 

11

Coun

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

12

-Term)? 

Count 

9 

3 

1 

13

NDICES

t 

nt 

nt 



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1444-0019 

BEN

 

A
ST

The

pla

Go

Ne

Em

SON CREE

APPEND
TAKEH

e following st

an developme

overnment

 Snuney

 Snaw-n

 Stz-umi

 Te'Mexw

 Ministry

 MFLNR

 MFLNR

 RDN Re

 RDN Re

 RDN Ea

Commit

 City of N

 District o

eighbourin

 Vancou

 Crown L

 Lussier 

 LaFarge

 Jameso

 Creeksi

mergency S

 RCMP -

 Nanaim

 East We

 BC Fore

EK FALLS 

27 

DIX D: 
HOLDER

takeholder gr

ent.   

t, First Nati

muxw First N

aw-as First N

nus First Nati

w Treaty Asso

y of Transport

RO Environme

RO (Crown La

ecreation & P

egional Parks

ast Wellington

ttee 

Nanaimo 

of Lantzville

ng Landown

ver Island Un

Land Woodlot

& Son Contra

e Canada (for

on Road/Cree

de Place Bloc

Services 

- Nanaimo De

o Search and

ellington Volu

est Service, M

MANAGEM

R CONS

roups were c

ions & Age

Nation 

Nation 

ion 

ociation 

tation and Infr

ent 

nd Lease) 

Parks Advisory

s & Trails Sele

n/Pleasant V

wners 

niversity Wood

t 0012 Eric & 

acting Ltd. 

rmerly Warren

ekside Place N

ck Watch 

etachment 

d Rescue 

unteer Fire De

Mid-Island Fire

MENT PLA

SULTAT

consulted dur

encies 

rastructure 

y Committee 

ect Committe

Valley (Area C

dlot 0020 

Rick Heikkila

n Paving & M

Neighbours 

epartment 

e Zone 

AN - APPEN

TION LI

ring the cours

e  

C) Parks & R

a 

Materials Grou

NDICES

IST 

se of the 

ecreation 

up) 



 

 

 

January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

Tourism &

 Touri

 Touri

 Grea

 Scho

 Nana

Clubs/Org

 Nana

 NALT

 Mid V

 Roya

 Tues

 Thurs

 Islan

 The B

 Nana

 Nano

 Mid-I

 Sidew

 Runn

 Wildl

 Harb

 Palae

 Profe

444-0019 

& Education

ism Nanaimo

ism Vancouve

ater Nanaimo 

ool District 68 

aimo Historica

ganizations

aimo Mountai

T 

Vancouver Isl

al BC Museum

sday Hikers 

sday Hikers 

d Mountain R

Bastion City W

aimo Young N

oose Naturalis

sland ATV C

winders Nana

ners of Comp

ife and Tree S

our City Stew

eontology: fos

essional Dog 

 

BENS

n 

 

er Island 

Chamber of C

al Society 

s 

n Bike Club 

land Habitat E

m 

Ramblers 

Wanderers 

Naturalists' Cl

sts 

lub 

aimo 4x4 Club

assion, Nana

Stewardship 

wards 

ssil resources

Walkers 

 

SON CREE

Commerce 

Enhancement

ub 

b 

aimo Chapter

(WiTS) 

s 

EK FALLS 

28 

t Society 

MANAGEMMENT PLAAN - APPENNDICES



January 2014 
Report No. 13-1

 

1444-0019 

BEN

 

A
EN
B
PA
M

Prio

the

iss
dev

SON CREE

APPEND
NVIRO
ENSON
ARK, U

MARCH 

or to the BCF

e park was co

ues.  Recom

velopment of 

 

EK FALLS 

29 

DIX E: 
NMENT

N CREE
URSUS 

22, 20

FRP Managem

ompleted to id

mmendations 
the Managem

MANAGEM

TAL OV
K FALL
ENVIRO

013 

ment Plan up

dentify existin

from the ove

ment Plan. 

MENT PLA

VERVIE
LS REG
ONMEN

date, an envi

ng environme

erview were c

AN - APPEN

EW OF 
GIONAL
NTAL, 

ronmental ov

ental opportun

considered d

NDICES

L  

verview of 

nities and 
uring the 



 

January 20
Report No. 

 

 

14 
13-1444-0019 

BEENSON CRREEK FALL

30 

LS MANAGGEMENT PLAN - APPPENDICES



     
   

   

Ursus Environmental 
Wildlife & Environmental Resource Consulting 
600 Castle Way, Parksville, B.C.  V9P 2R1 
Ph./Fax: 250 - 248 - 1918    E-mail: ursusnanaimo@shaw.ca 

 

 
 

Environmental Overview of Benson Creek Falls 
Regional Park 

 
Prepared by: 

Joe Materi, R.P.Bio. 
March 22nd, 2013 

 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
Regional District of Nanaimo - Recreation & Parks 

Oceanside Place 
830 West Island Highway 
Parksville, B.C.  V9P 2X4 



 - 1 -    

 URSUS Environmental 

                                                         DRAFT REVISED March 22/13 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 General 
 
This overview has been prepared to assist the RDN in updating the Benson Creek Falls 

Regional Park (BCFRP) Management Plan later in 2013. It is understood that opportunities to 
address some key environmental data gaps identified through this overview may be incorporated 
into the update of the BCFRP Management Plan.         

 
This assessment is based on a review of existing information sources and site inspections 

carried out over February of 2013. It should be noted that seasonality constraints precluded a 
thorough inventory of floral and faunal resources in the park. Fieldwork involved mostly 
reconnaissance-level inspections, with a number of point features recorded using a hand-held GPS 
unit. A single owl call-playback survey was conducted in mid-February. 
 

1.2 Scope & Objectives 
 
The objectives of this assignment were to: 
 

 Build on the information provided in the initial overview by J.C. Lee & Associates 
by incorporating more site-specific data; including areas added to the park after the 
1999; 

 Place natural resources of the park in a context that reflects recent changes in the 
conservation status of various species and ecosystems; and 

 Discuss observable impacts to the park in the intervening 14 years since the first 
overview, with special reference to trail conditions and invasive vegetation.     

 
 

1.3  Acknowledgements 
 

We are grateful to Regional District of Nanaimo (RDN) personnel for providing 
background reports and mapping. Margaret Paridaen, RDN Parks Planner supplied copies of 1999 
Preliminary Environmental Overview assessment prepared by J.C. Lee and Associates and the 
1999 Management Plan Brief prepared by Archadia Landscape Architecture Ltd. Mr. Tom Sohier 
of RDN Development Services provided orthophoto coverage of the park. A site tour was provided 
by RDN Parks Technican Dave Wheldon. 
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

 
2.1 Environmental Context 

 
 Benson Creek Falls Regional Park (BCFRP) extends across 22 hectares (ha) of forest near 
the confluence of Benson Creek and Flynnfall Creek (Fig. 1). Elevations within BCFRP range 
from approximately 210 m to 110 m above sea level. The main stem of Benson Creek originates 
on the southwestern flank of Mt. Benson. It flows in a northwesterly direction for approximately 
5.7 km then flows to the northeast for approximately 5 km before draining into Brannen Lake. As 
part of the coastal plain extending across southeast Vancouver Island, topography in the vicinity of 
the park is for the most part gently undulating. The terrain in this region generally trends to the 
northeast. Reaches of Benson Creek and Flynnfall Creek occurring within BCFRP generally 
possess higher gradients than adjacent reaches both upstream and downstream. Riparian areas 
within the park are situated along deep ravines and steep bluffs.  
  

According to maps prepared by the BC government (Neuzdorfer et al. 1992), the park is 
situated near the eastern margins of the Maritime Very Dry Variant of the Coastal Western 
Hemlock Biogeoclimatic Zone (CWHxm for short). However, the park’s location less than 2 km 
from the western margins of the Moist Maritime Variant of the Coastal Douglas-fir Zone (or 
CDFmm) suggests BCFRP may occupy a transitional area between these two Variants. Both zones 
experience warm, dry summers and mild, moist winters, with brief periods of drought commonly 
occurring over mid-to-late summer (Green and Klinka 1994). Typical forest canopies within the 
CDFmm are dominated by Douglas-fir, Grand Fir and Western Redcedar, while common 
understorey plants include: Salal, Dull Oregon Grape, and Ocean-spray.  Unlike the CDFmm, 
stands within the CWHxm Variant usually feature a large component of Western Hemlock, with 
less salal and ocean-spray in the shrub layers than occurs in the typical stand within the CDFmm 
(Green and Klinka 1994).       
 
 The BCFRP is located a short distance (< 2 km) from the Limits of the City of Nanaimo, 
within RDN Electoral Area D.  Surrounding areas support diverse land uses commonly 
encountered along the urban/rural fringe of Vancouver Island including: forestry, gravel extraction, 
rural residential and competitive motocross. The two dominant land uses adjacent to the park are 
gravel extraction, which is concentrated to the east and north-east, and forestry, which occurs to 
the north, west, south, and southeast of the park. Tracts of forest surrounding the park are most 
often managed woodlots representing the early seral (< 40 years old) and mid-seral (40 - 80 years 
old) stages of forest succession.    

 
Fisheries values within BCFRP have been summarized in the previous park overview by 

J.C. Lee and Associates (Cousens et al. 1999). No significantly updated information was available 
for the Benson Creek watershed through the Ministry of Environment’s HabitatWizard online 
database. Cutthroat Trout and juvenile Coho Salmon were documented in the lower reaches of 
Benson Creek in the late 1990’s. These salmonids have been stocked at neighbouring Brannen 
Lake at various times over the past decade or two. Both species have life histories that would 
require them to spend extended periods within the Benson Creek system.  
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Figure 1. Study Area context.  
 
Cutthroat Trout are resident in the stream, and Coho rear there for at least a full year before 

migration. Cousens et al. (1999) note that these salmonids are considered to be present to the first 
significant obstacle in Benson Creek, a short falls downstream of the ravine trail crossing of the 
creek, located in the northern part of the park. Despite the likely absence of salmonids through the 
central and southern parts of the park, ravine areas throughout BCFRP are considered 
environmentally sensitive because they drain directly into fish habitat. Like many streams in the 
region, Benson Creek is reported to experience very low flows most summers.      
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3.0  EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 

3.1 Expected & Documented Wildlife Occurrence  
 

Mammals 

 

 Columbian Black-tailed Deer are reported to occur at fairly high densities in the region 
(Shackleton 1999), and deer sign was frequently encountered throughout the park in 2013 
(Appendix A). Browsing sign on preferred shrubs (e.g. Vaccinium) appeared consistent with 
moderate levels of deer use. No evidence of use by Roosevelt Elk (a Blue-listed species) was noted 
during the site reconnaissance. In any event, the narrow riparian areas and limited occurrence of 
wetlands in BCFRP would provide little in the way of attractive habitats for elk.   
 
 Two of Vancouver Island’s three large carnivore species are expected to occur 
infrequently within BCFRP; Black Bear and Cougar. In general, bear forage production appears 
fairly low within the park. However some use of streamside forest, semi-open forest, and 
individual large downed logs is expected over the early-to-late summer period. Typical Black Bear 
densities range from 0.3 to 1.3 bears per 100 ha on Vancouver Island (Davis and Hamilton 1996). 
Autumn concentrations of salmon-seeking bears are not expected at BCFRP. Cougars occur at 
higher densities on Vancouver Island than in most other locations in western North America, 
ranging from 1.5 to 3.8 individuals per 100 km2.  As cougars range over large territories, they are 
seldom seen.  However, they often leave some indication of their presence in the form of prey 
remains, mark trees, or scats. No such sign was detected at BCFRP during the 2013 fieldwork. 
Because they are occasionally reported around the urban/rural fringe of Nanaimo, they are 
expected to traverse the park from time to time. The Island’s other large carnivore, the Grey Wolf, 
is primarily associated with major river valleys on Vancouver Island, and is therefore not expected 
to occur here.  
 
 A number of smaller mammals expected to occur in the park have an affinity for riparian 
habitats including: Raccoon, Mink, and River Otter. High winter stream flows would appear to 
preclude use of the park by Beaver. Other mammals associated with upland forest are expected 
within the park, including: Eastern Cottontail, Marten, Red Squirrel, Deer Mouse, and Dusky 
Shrew. Of these, only squirrel sign was observed. The high degree of canopy closure, scattered 
mature trees, abundant woody debris, and high surface complexity found within BCFRP would be 
attractive for Marten.  
 

 Avifauna  

  
 Due to the timing of the 2013 fieldwork before breeding bird season, only 12 resident 
species were noted in and around BCFRP (Appendix A). Earlier work by Cousens et al. (1999) 
documented an additional 56 bird species occurring in the area. Overall, the BCFRP possesses a 
fairly diverse bird assemblage, with strong representation among several groups, including:  
raptors (12 species), sparrows (8 species), warblers/vireos (8 species), thrushes (5 species), corvids 
(4 species), and finches (4 species). 
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 While many of the above are common forest species, there are several species of 
particular relevance to park management, due to their high conservation status and/or association 
with specialized habitats.  The Northern Goshawk (laingi subspecies) is a Red-listed, or 
endangered, species according to the Conservation Data Centre (CDC). It has not been recorded in 
the area since the late 1990’s. This large woodland hawk is associated with large tracts of mature 
forest with open forest floors (Fraser et al. 1999).  Three Blue-listed, or threatened, species of birds 
have been recorded in the park in recent decades: the Band-tailed Pigeon, Northern Pygmy-owl 
and Olive-sided Flycatcher. The Band-tailed Pigeon is attracted to forests near gravelling areas 
during the breeding season, as these provide elements required for egg production and proper crop 
gland function (Campbell et al. 1990). The Northern Pygmy-owl is a forest-associated raptor that 
requires cavities in moderately large snags for nesting and roosting. The Olive-sided Flycatcher is 
an aerial insectivore that uses the tops of tall trees for foraging and territorial singing. Breeding 
habitat for this flycatcher includes semi-open coniferous forest and mixed forest, typically near a 
source of water (Campbell et al. 1997).  
 
 In addition to CDC-listed species, the park supports use by a number of bird species 
considered “Regionally Important,” including the Cooper’s Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Pileated 
Woodpecker, and Brown Creeper. The 2013 fieldwork confirmed the two later species still make 
extensive use of the park.    
 
 Although dozens of veteran trees and snags occur within BCFRP, no nests of nesting 
raptors or Great Blue Herons were detected in them during the winter 2013 fieldwork. A recent 
review of the Wildlife Tree Stewardship (WITS) online database revealed that the nearest known 
Bald Eagle nests are located about 3 km to the northeast (Brannen Lake) and southeast (Jingle Pot 
Road – see Appendix B). The WITS database includes two Great Blue Heron nest records 
relatively close to the BCFRP, one approximately 800 m to the northeast, and the other roughly 
1000 m to the north of the park entrance.  Government-sponsored nest inventory over 1994-
2001places the nearest goshawk nest roughly 14 km south of the park, within the Nanaimo River 
Valley.      
 
 As much of the bird inventory information for the park has become somewhat dated, it is 
recommended that additional field effort be directed toward determining the current occurrence of 
CDC-listed birds, as well as Regionally Important raptors, there.         
  
 Herptiles  

 

 Only one native amphibian species, the ubiquitous Pacific Treefrog, was observed within 
BCFRP during the winter 2013 fieldwork. This species likely breeds in the small wetland 
occurring along the eastern margin of the park. A relatively recent record (2003) was found in the 
CDC Rare Element Database indicating breeding by Red-legged Frogs, a Provincially Blue-listed 
species, in the lower quiet reaches of Flynnfall Creek (Appendix C). This species is associated 
with low-elevation forest with an abundance of coarse woody debris (Maxcy 2004). A variety of 
forest types are used by this species as “core” (or non-breeding) habitat, but riparian stands with a 
deciduous component are favoured. While moist streamside forest areas represent potential “core” 
habitat, Red-legged Frog breeding habitats appear restricted to a few small wetland areas within 
the park.  
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 Several other amphibians species are likely to occur in the park, including pond-breeders 
and entirely terrestrial amphibians.  Common pond-breeders in the region include the Rough-
skinned Newt, Northwestern Salamander, and Long-toed Salamander. Native salamanders with 
entirely terrestrial habits may occur within moister parts of the park, particularly where large 
diameter recumbent logs and a heavy cover of leaf litter are present on the forest floor. These 
species include the Western Red-backed Salamander, the Wandering Salamander, and the 
Ensatina. The latter is closely associated with fir-dominated stands having a dense ground cover of 
mosses (Matsuda et al. 2006), a habitat type common in the southern part of the park. Other than a 
lone CDC record, amphibian field inventory information for BCFRP is largely lacking, and 
additional surveys to determine the presence of two “at-risk” species (i.e. the Northern Red-legged 
Frog and Clouded Salamander) are recommended.  
 
 In addition to amphibians, two species of garter snakes are expected to occur within 
BCFRP. Both are common and widespread on southern Vancouver Island, with considerable 
overlap in habits and habitats. The Northwestern Garter Snake is considered more terrestrial than 
the other snake, known as the Common Garter Snake (Matsuda et al. 2006).  
 

3.2 Plants & Plant Communities   
 
As given in Appendix D, a total of 52 vascular plants were identified during the 2013 field 

reconnaissance including 10 tree species, 17 shrub species, and 25 non-woody plants. Plant 
observations included five non-native species: English Holly, Spurge-laurel, Yellow Archangel, 
Herb-Robert, and Hairy Cat’s-ear. Additional plant species could likely be identified on-site during 
a spring or early summer plant search, as the timing of field activities was suboptimal for plant 
inventory. No endangered or threatened plants were detected on the site in 2013, and the potential 
for discovering rare plants is considered fairly low, given the dearth of wetlands and the 
dominance by upland forest types. Some potential exists for rare plants to occur within spray zones 
near waterfalls, as such habitats are very thinly distributed on Vancouver Island.  

 
Though not CDC-Listed species, three regionally uncommon plants were noted within 

BCFRP. Several Pacific Yew trees (Taxus brevifolia), ranging in size from shrubs to small trees, 
were identified within the park (Fig. 1). This is a very slow-growing tree species, and would 
therefore be difficult to re-establish once removed. The Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum pedatum) 
requires specialized conditions for growth (high shade, soils with a thick humus layer) which are 
best met along stream-banks and in the misty areas around waterfalls. It is very sensitive to foot 
traffic along the many informal trails found in the vicinity of Ammonite Falls, and is deserving of 
protection as the characteristic plant of the park. A single occurrence of Evergreen Huckleberry 
(Vaccinium ovatum) was recorded in the southern part of the site (Fig. 2). This shrub is typically 
found within the salt spray zone of seaside conifer forests (Pojar and MacKinnon 1994) and it is 
not usually found this far from the coast. In addition to the above, it should be noted that Shore 
Pine (Pinus contorta var. contorta), while common elsewhere in the region, is found very 
infrequently within BCFRP. Only three specimens were observed in four days of fieldwork.  
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Figure 2. Several uncommon Pacific Yew trees occur within BCFRP. The largest specimen occurs 
near the Benson Creek crossing log. 

 

 
 

Figure 3. A single specimen of Evergreen Huckleberry occurs near the old campground site beside 
Ammonite Falls.   
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Complications in classifying park ecosystems arising from transitional Biogeoclimatic 

Variants and variation in landform have been well-described in the previous BCFRP study by 
Cousens et al. (1999). While the existence of an intergrading between the CDDFmm and CWHxm 
Variants within the park is not denied, it is this author’s opinion that the widespread presence of 
Western Hemlock trees in the park’s forests, combined with the relative scarcity of Arbutus trees, 
suggests stands within BCFRP  are more representative of the CWHxm Variant than the CDFmm 
Variant.  Based on the presence of indicator plants, and inferred soil moisture/nutrient gradients, at 
least seven different CWHxm Variant plant communities have been identified within the park 
(Table 1). Four of these are upland forest ecosystems, and three are wetlands.   

 
It is noteworthy that, due to high stream gradients and the presence of bluffs and ravines, 

floodplain plant communities are virtually absent from the park. Only a few small pockets of 
sparsely vegetated gravel bar were encountered below the confluence of Flynnfall Creek, and a 
few square metres of Salmonberry thicket (i.e. High Bench Floodplain units) were observed above 
the confluence.   In the place of riparian ecosystems, streamside habitats within the park bear every 
resemblance to richer upland forest communities found on adjacent lower slopes (Site Series 
01,05, and 07).  

 
The most extensive plant community occurring within BCFRP is the HwFd-Kindbergia 

ecosystem type (CWHxm/01).  Owing to historical logging patterns and continuing land 
development pressures in the region, the CDC considers this ecosystem type as critically imperiled 
within the South Island Forest District (Red-listed), and has assigned it the highest conservation 
priority under the Provincial Conservation Framework.  Mid-seral stages of the HwFd-Kindbergia 
ecosystem type (40 – 80 years old) are broadly distributed across the gently sloping table lands of 
the southern and central parts of BCFRP. The tree canopy in these areas is typically dense and 
dominated by Douglas-fir, which sometimes forms pure stands (Fig. 3). The forest understory is 
dominated by Salal with a lesser occurrence of Dull Oregon Grape and Bracken Fern.  Veteran 
trees occur infrequently in this ecosystem type.         

 
Like the previous ecosystem, the FdPl-Cladina plant community (CWHxm/02) is also Red-

listed by the CDC. However, it has been assigned a slightly lower priority for protection under the 
Provincial Conservation Framework (Priority 2). The FdPl-Cladina ecosystem type is broadly 
distributed across the park. Mid-seral stages of this ecosystem type occur along ridge crests and on 
the steep sides of ravines within the park. The tree canopy of this plant community is semi-open 
and dominated by Douglas-fir, with a lesser occurrence of Arbutus and the occasional Lodgepole 
Pine tree (Fig. 4). Clusters of veteran trees occur with some regularity within this ecosystem type, 
in areas that were historically difficult to harvest. The forest understory here is usually dominated 
by Salal, with a minor occurrence of Baldhip Rose, Prickly Rose, Trailing Blackberry and Dull 
Oregon Grape.  Some areas support dense mats of moss, typically Step Moss and Oregon Beaked 
Moss.         
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 Table 1. Summary of vegetation types observed within Benson Creek Falls 
      Regional Park.  
 

Plant  
Community 
(CWHxm  
Site Series) 

Description Conservation 
Status & 

Successional 
Stages 

General 
Distribution 
in BCFRP 

Upland Ecosystems 
HwFd – 
Kindbergia 
(01)   
 

Average nutrient levels. Canopy 
predominantly fir with occasional 
cedar. Salal, Huckleberry, & 
Oregon Grape common on forest 
floor.  Infrequent occurrence of 
veteran trees.  

Red-list 
CF Priority 1 

Mid-seral 
 

Table lands 
to middle 
slopes of 
central & 
southern 
regions. 

FdPl- 
Cladina 
(02)  
 

Nutrient poor &rapidly-draining 
soils supporting Douglas-fir and 
Arbutus Salal dominates the 
understory. Patches of Baldhip 
Rose & Trailing Blackberry. 
Contains clusters of veteran trees. 

Red-list 
CF Priority 2 

Mid-seral 
 

Ridge crests 
to middle 
slope of 
ravines. 

Cw-Sword fern 
(05) 
 

Above-average soil nutrients. 
Mixed canopy of conifers and Red 
Alder. Sword Fern dominates 
understory.   Infrequent occurrence 
of veteran trees. 

Blue-list 
CF Priority 2 

Mid-seral 
 

Benches and 
lower slopes 
near creeks; 
slopes of 
minor 
drainages.  

Cw-Foamflower 
(07) 

Above-average soil moisture and 
nutrient levels. Mixed canopy of 
firs, cedar, Big Leaf Maple & Red 
Alder. Sword Fern dominates 
understory with minor cover of 
Oregon Grape, Salmonberry, Lady 
Fern & Foamflower. Contains 
clusters of veteran trees. 

Red-list 
CF Priority 2 

Mid-seral  
Mature seral 

Some lower 
slopes next to 
Benson & 
Flynnfall 
Creeks; 
Bottoms of 
minor 
drainages. 

Wetland Ecosystems 
Hardhack Fen Hardhack growing in association 

with Slough sedge and 
Salmonberry. Nutrient rich 
groundwater seepage. 

n/a 2 small areas 
in eastern 
part of park 

Sedge Fen Patches of Slough Sedge and other 
herbaceous plants in shallow 
depressions. Remains moist in 
summer.  

n/a 2 small areas 
on eastern 
part of park. 

Cw-Slough 
Sedge 
 

Patchy Slough Sedge and 
Salmonberry, with several fern 
species. Possibly of anthropogenic 
origin.  

n/a 
 

Confined to 
small area 
near old 
campground.  
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Figure 4. Mid-seral successional stage of the HwFd - Kindbergia ecosystem type. 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Mid-seral successional stage of the FdPl - Cladina ecosystem type. 
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The Blue-listed Cw-Sword fern ecosystem type (CWHxm/05) possesses the second-highest 

conservation priority under the Provincial Conservation Framework.  This ecosystem type is 
irregularly distributed across BCFRP. Mid-seral stages of the Cw-Sword fern ecosystem type 
occur on benchlands and slopes above Benson Creek, and on the slopes of most minor drainages. 
The tree canopy in these areas is typically dense, with a mix of conifers and Red Alder (Fig. 5). 
The forest understory is dominated by Sword Fern with a lesser occurrence of Red Huckleberry 
and juvenile shade-tolerant conifers. Veteran trees occur infrequently in this ecosystem type.      

 
The Red-listed Cw-Foamflower ecosystem type (CWHxm/07) is yet another plant 

community with a relatively high conservation priority under the Provincial Conservation 
Framework (Priority 2).  This ecosystem type has a spotty distribution within the park. Mid- and 
mature-successional stands of the Cw-Foamflower type occur on some lower ravine slopes, in a 
creek-side stand above Ammonite Falls, and along the bottom of a few minor drainages. The tree 
canopy in these areas contains a mix of conifers and deciduous trees, most notably Big Leaf Maple 
(Fig. 6). Soils in these areas are typically nutrient-rich due to deciduous litter fall and relatively 
moist owing to their lower slope locations.  The forest understory is dominated by Sword Fern and 
juvenile conifers, with a minor amount of Salal and Red Huckleberry. With operational challenges 
to logging in times past, these sites often still possess clusters of veteran trees and snags.      

     
The main water features of BCFRP include a high-gradient streams and associated 

waterfalls. However, a handful of small wetlands also occur within the park, all on the eastern side 
of Benson Creek.  The largest of these wetlands measures approximately 20 m by 30 m. It occurs 
in the central part of the park, east of the Lower Falls. It was classified as a Hardhack Fen, a type 
of wetland that forms over peaty substrates and receives nutrient-rich groundwater.  This wetland 
supports a heavy growth of Hardhack, with some native willows, and has little open water. A few 
metres to the southeast of this wetland is a small Slough Sedge Fen, measuring roughly 5 m wide 
by 30 m long (Fig.7). A second Hardhack Fen is located near the eastern park boundary. It 
measures only about 5 m wide and perhaps 50 m long, and supports Hardhack, Slough Sedge and 
Salmonberry, with a small open-water area (Fig. 8). Two other small wet depressions occur on the 
eastern side of Benson Creek, which may be anthropogenic in origin. The larger of these is situated 
adjacent to the old campground area. It currently supports a mix of sedges, ferns, and Salmonberry, 
suggesting a strongly fluctuating groundwater table. It was tentatively classified as a young 
example of the Cw-Slough Sedge ecosystem type.   

 
 The spatial distribution of the above plant communities within BCFRP is presented in 
Figure 9 below. 
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Figure 6. Mid-seral stage of the Cw – Sword fern ecosystem. 
 

 
 

Figure 7. A mid-seral stage of the Cw - Foamflower ecosystem. 
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Figure 8. Small Sedge Fen wetland on table lands above Benson Creek. 
 

 
 

Figure 9. Hardhack Fen wetland along the east-central margins of the BCFRP. 
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Figure 10. Generalized distribution of plant communities at Benson Creek Falls Regional Park. 
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3.3  Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory (SEI) Polygons 
 
The bulk of SEI Polygon #N0930A runs through the central part of Benson Creek Falls 

Regional Park. This polygon was classified as a Riparian unit containing young and old streamside 
stands, and vegetation associated with gullies.  Sensitivities related to this unit include above-
average biodiversity values, the presence of specialized growing conditions, and a high 
susceptibility to erosion/damage to plant communities.  The polygon appears to capture several 
ecosystem types including the FdPl-Cladina, Cw-Sword Fern, and Cw-Foamflower.      

 
3.4 Veteran Trees & Snags 
 
Benson Creek Falls Regional Park is a storehouse of large-diameter trees, which are 

important habitat elements for a variety of wildlife. Such veteran trees are becoming increasingly 
scarce within the Regional District of Nanaimo. A total of 38 veteran trees and snags/wildlife trees 
were opportunistically recorded during the 2013 fieldwork (Appendix E). Other such trees 
undoubtedly occur in BCFRP, within difficult to access areas. Overall, Douglas-fir was the most 
frequently recorded veteran tree. A total of 24 firs with diameters ranging from approximately 80 
cm to 140 cm diameter-at-breast height (DBH) were noted. Three Western Redcedar trees ranging 
from 90 cm to 130 cm DBH and two Western Hemlocks exceeding 80 cm DBH were also 
recorded. Nine dead or dying trees, representing a wide range of decay classes and diameters, were 
detected within BCFRP. Snags bearing green branches but dead tops were detected in the park 
(Fig. 10), as were branchless trees with rotted stems. The diameter of the recorded snags ranges 
from about 35 cm to 110 cm.  

 
 

Figure 11. Large-diameter fir snag on the eastern bank of Benson Creek within BCFRP. 
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The distribution of observed veteran trees, snags, and other notable trees is presented in 

Figure 11 below. As indicated below, veteran Douglas-fir trees are well-dispersed across the park, 
with a concentration of them on steep slopes and near slope breaks. Snags are relatively 
uncommon, as historically they would have been routinely removed before harvesting. They are 
virtually absent through the central part of BCFRP. 

 

 
 

Figure 12. Distribution of some veteran trees, snags, and other notable trees in BCFRP. 
 

Legend 
Green trees = Douglas-fir Red trees = Western Hemlock Blue triangles = Shore Pine 

            Yellow triangles = Yew  Blue triangles = Shore Pine   White triangles = snags 
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4.0  DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT/ MANAGEMENT 
            ISSUES  
 

 4.1 New Trail & Parking Lot Development  
 

Benson Creek Falls Regional Park has no vehicular access at present, and it is unlikely that 
any parking improvements that might be contemplated would impact ecosystems within the park 
boundaries.  Park users are currently required to park their vehicles at the main access off Weigles 
Road in the north, or near the gated end of Jameson Road in the south. There is a roughly 0.5 km 
long footpath leading south from the Weigles Road parking lot that passes through a narrow parcel 
of leased Crown Land leading to the central part of the park (Fig. 13). The southern end of the park 
is accessed via a forestry road through the Vancouver Island University Woodlot that runs west for 
approximately 1.1 km. A footpath at the end of this forestry road leads north for approximately 0.5 
km before crossing the southern park boundary. 

 
There is an existing network of formal and informal trails within BCFRP. However, the 

formal network is somewhat fragmented. One formal trail extends south from Weigles Road, 
heading south across Benson Creek, then terminating near the east-central park margins while the  
other starts in the southeast part of the park, runs southwest towards Ammonite Falls, then turns 
south crossing the southern park boundary (Fig. 13).  There are opportunities to connect these two 
formal trails through a short (i.e. 150 m to 200 m long) trail through mid-seral forest in the east-
central part of the park. As this would run through a Red-listed ecosystem type (CWHxm/01), it is 
recommended that such a trail be routed to avoid larger standing trees and their drip lines.  

 
There are currently no formal trails on the western bank of Benson Creek, and public 

interest in forming a loop trail across this area may be expected at some point in the future. It is 
likely that a formal trail to scenic stair falls above Ammonite Falls (Fig. 14) will be popular with 
park users as well. It is recommended that planning for any new trails on the west bank of Benson 
Creek involve detailed studies to identify environmental constraints such as highly-erodible slopes, 
the presence of “at-risk” ecosystems and amphibians, nesting birds, veteran trees, and large 
snags.          

 
4.2  Existing Trail Improvements    
 
For the most part, formal trails within BCFRP have stood up to years of use without causing 

significant damage to adjacent vegetation. However, the short and over-steep spur trail to the 
bottom of Ammonite Falls is a prominent exception. First pointed out as a concern in 1999 by 
Cousens et al., this spur trail has had no opportunity to naturally re-vegetate due to continuous 
heavy use, and the damaged area has gradually widened over the years (Fig.15). Given the loss of 
side-slope material, and the high gradient of Benson Creek through the park, it is possible that 
erosion here could affect the quality of downstream spawning fish habitats outside of the BCFRP 
boundaries. It should be considered the highest priority for existing trail improvement within  
BCFRP. Given the RDN’s stated commitment to environmental stewardship, it is recommended 
that a significant investment be made in a set of stairs down to this popular destination. Local 
examples of how access can be provided on steep, sensitive slopes are present at Stocking Creek 
Regional Park (Fig. 16), in the Cowichan Valley Regional District, and at Biggs Point Park, within 
the City of Nanaimo.   
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Figure 13. Overview of existing and proposed Benson Creek Falls Regional Park trail network. 
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Figure 14. A scenic step falls above Ammonite Falls has no formal trail for viewing at present. 

 

 
Figure 15. No natural regeneration of vegetation has occurred (left) in the badly eroded path to the bottom of 

Ammonite Falls since it was pointed out in 1999 (right). 
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Figure 16. Stairs installed in steep, sensitive terrain within Stocking Creek Regional Park, in the  
Cowichan Valley Regional District park system. 

 
The switchback section of the northern trail leading down a ravine to Benson Creek shows 

some early evidence of damage to sensitive soils, which may eventually imperil adjacent 
vegetation, including sizable trees growing along on the steep northern bank of Benson Creek. In 
this location, the main issue appears to be the development of short informal trails that shorten the 
many switchbacks down to the water’s edge. It is recommended that the RDN take steps to better 
delineate the switchback portion of the trail on the north bank of Benson Creek. Steps should also 
be taken to rehabilitate the informal shortened switchbacks in this area through replanting with 
appropriate native shrubs. Signage reinforcing the need for park users to stay on the designated 
trail in this area might also be helpful. Trail delineation might be improved, and tread surfaces 
stabilized, through the use of staked small diameter logs, upland willow cuttings and other 
appropriate native shrub plantings on the down-slope side of the trail. Small diameter logs have 
been used with some success on some trails through the adjacent Vancouver Island University 
Woodlot (Fig. 17).   Work here should be considered the second-highest priority for improvements 
within BCFRP.               

 
The fragmented nature of the formal trail system has resulted in the creation of informal 

trails to the Lower Falls and around the top of Ammonite Falls. A spur trail of the latter leads 
hazardously to a ledge behind Ammonite Falls (Fig. 18). To avoid further erosion of slopes on the 
west side of Ammonite Falls, these informal over-steep trails either need to be closed, or taken into 
the formal trail network and significantly re-routed with switchbacks. There is a safe fording area 
near the base of Ammonite Falls, and some level streamside areas on the west side of the creek 
here. However, after a few metres steep terrain is encountered in any upslope direction.    
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Figure 17. Small diameter logs are used to stabilize and delineate trails adjacent to BCFRP. 
 

 

 
 

Figure 18. Several informal trails within the park are hazardous and damage sensitive soils. 
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 Another informal spur trail was noted during the fieldwork, presumably to a popular 
viewing area. This one branches off of the northern trail, leading west to a bluff above Benson 
Creek’s Lower Falls.  The upper part of this trail shows heavy rilling due to its poor alignment and 
is heavily overgrown by salal in places. While not significantly eroded along its entirety, this 
informal spur trail is very steep, and does not currently provide safe viewing of the Lower Falls. 
Consideration should be given to re-routing and upgrading this destination trail as well as its 
associated viewing area.  

 
4.3  Invasive Species Management 
 
Much of BCFRP is minimally disturbed and supports natural forest cover. The two main 

areas of potential concern with respect to invasive vegetation are the northern trailhead, where 
invasive Yellow Archangel has become established, and areas alongside the northern trail, where 
English Holly appears sporadically.   The latter plant is typically spread by birds eating seeds and 
depositing them in forest areas.           

Yellow Archangel is the more pernicious of the two, and should be the priority for 
management for at least the next two growing seasons. It re-sprouts readily from cut ends, so 
control should involve full removal of all root and stem fragments by hand shovel (for small 
patches) or by excavator (for larger patches) over autumn through early spring . Spot-spraying with 
the herbicide Glyphosate can be effective, especially when combined with manual control. This 
herbicide works best when the plants are actively growing (King County Washington Noxious 
Weeds website www.kingcounty.gov/weeds).   

English Holly plants observed within BCFRP are typically small shrubs that, with some 
effort, could can be dug or pulled up. Control should be scheduled for times when the soil is moist 
to ease removal. Weed wrenches such as those used for control of Scotch Broom can be used on 
larger Holly shrubs to pull out the entire root mass (King County Washington Noxious Weeds 
website).   
 
5.0  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

 5.1  Summary of Conclusions 
 
 Based on background review and field inspections, the following have been concluded 
about the environmental values of Benson Creek Falls Regional Park: 
 

1. The park supports a large assemblage of forest-associated birds including: raptors, 
sparrows, warblers/vireos, thrushes, corvids, and finches. 
 

2. BCFRP provides habitat for several Vancouver Island mammals associated with forests and 
riparian areas. Use by large carnivores appears to be sporadic. 
 

3. Moist forest stands provide core habitat for Blue-listed Red-Legged Frogs, but few 
potential breeding ponds for this and other lentic amphibians occur in the park. 
 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/weeds
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4. Four upland and three wetland ecosystem types occur within BCFRP. All upland forest 
ecosystem types are considered “at-risk” by the Conservation Data Centre. The Fd-Hw – 
Kindbergia ecosystem type possesses the highest priority under the Provincial 
Conservation Framework, and occurs extensively across the southern part of the park.  
  

5. Wetlands occur infrequently within the park, but represent three different wetland types; 
Hardhack Fen, Slough Sedge Fen, and Cw – Slough Sedge. 
 

6. Owing to its high gradient, riparian floodplain habitats are largely absent from reaches of 
Benson Creek within BCFRP. Sensitive Ecosystem Inventory Polygon #N0930A is a 
designated “Riparian” unit that captures older forest types growing in gullies. 
 

7. Benson Creek Falls Regional Park is a storehouse of large-diameter trees, which are 
important habitat elements for a variety of wildlife. A total of 38 veteran trees and 
snags/wildlife trees were mapped within the park. 
 

8. Photographic documentation of site conditions from 1999 make it difficult to determine 
whether impacts from park use, windthrow events, and exotic invasive vegetation have 
increased, stabilized, or decreased within BCFRP since that time.         

   
5.2  Summary of Recommendations 

 
 The following actions are recommended to provide a better understanding of natural 
values within BCFRP and address potential park management issues: 
 

 Additional field effort should be directed toward determining the current occurrence of 
CDC-listed birds and raptors in the park. 
 

 Targeted surveys should be conducted to determine the presence of two “at-risk” 
amphibian species within the park; the Northern Red-legged Frog and Clouded 
Salamander. 
 

 Construction of a new trail to connect the two main formal trails in the park within the Red-
listed HwFd - Kindbergia ecosystem type should involve routing to avoid larger standing 
trees and their drip-lines. 
 

 Planning for any new trails on the west bank of Benson Creek should involve a detailed 
study to identify environmental constraints such as erodible slopes, “at-risk” species and 
ecosystems, nesting birds, and veteran trees/snags. 
 

 The highest priority for trail improvement in BCFRP involves installing a set of stairs to 
address long-standing degradation of sensitive side slopes on the spur trail to the base of 
Ammonite Falls. 
 

 The second-highest priority for trail improvement in BCFRP involves better delineation of 
the switchback trail on the north bank of Benson Creek. Staked logs should be used to 
protect sensitive slope vegetation and soils. Rehabilitation of informal shortened 
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switchbacks and signage to inform to park users of the need to stay on designated trails is  
recommended. 
 

 A modest program to remove Yellow Archangel at the Weigles Road Trailhead should be 
undertaken over the next two years, along with periodic removal of English Holly along the 
northern trail network, as resources allow. 
 

 To facilitate long-term monitoring of key areas within the park, the RDN should consider 
establishing a system for monitoring trails, parking lots, and sensitive environmental 
features at key locations using standardized forms, GPS locations, and digital photographs 
updated at 3 to 5 year intervals.    
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Appendix A – Wildlife Tree Stewardship Nest Inventory results for areas in the vicinity of 

Benson Creek Falls Regional Park  
 

 
 



     
 

- 27 - 

 
 Appendix B – Wildlife observations made within Benson Creek Falls Regional Park over 

February of 2013. 
 

Species Type of 
Observation 

Comments   

Mammals   
Columbian Black-tailed Deer Sign Winter droppings and trails in 

across the site. 
Red Squirrel Sign Cone midden by eastern 

wetland. 
   
Birds   
American Robin Auditory Forest near trailhead. 
Belted Kingfisher Auditory Flying down  north end of 

Benson Creek. 
Brown Creeper Auditory Northern & southern parts of 

park. 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee Auditory South end of park. 
Common Raven Auditory Over southwest part of park. 
Dark-eyed Junco Auditory Commonly heard in forested 

areas. 
Pileated Woodpecker Sign Feeding sign on west bank of 

Benson Creek. 
Pine Siskin Visual Small flock overflight north 

end of park. 
Red-breasted Sapsucker  Sign Sapwells in tree near call-

playback station. 
Spotted Towhee Auditory Forest in northern part of park. 
Varied Thrush Auditory Forest near trailhead. 
Winter Wren Auditory Near trailhead. 
   
Amphibians   
Pacific Treefrog Auditory Forest adjacent to eastern 

pond. 
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Appendix C – Conservation Data Centre Rare Element Search Results 

for Benson Creek Falls Regional Park  
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Appendix D - Plant observations made within Benson Creek Falls Regional Park over 

February of 2013 (* denotes non-native plants). 
 
Common name  Scientific name 
 
TREES - 10 species 
   Arbutus   Arbutus menziesii 
   Big leaf maple  Acer macrophyllum 
   Bitter cherry  Prunus emarginata 
   Douglas-fir   Psuedotsuga menziesii ssp. menziesii 
   Grand fir   Abies grandis 
   Pacific Yew   Taxus brevifolia 
   Red alder   Alnus rubra 
   Shore pine    Pinus contorta var. contorta 
   Western hemlock  Tsuga heterophylla 
   Western red cedar  Thuja plicata 
 
SHRUBS - 17 species 
   Baldhip rose  Rosa gymnocarpa 
   Black twinberry  Lonicera involucrata 
   Dull Oregon grape  Mahonia nervosa 
* English holly  Ilex aquifolium 
   Evergreen huckleberry Vaccinium ovatum 
   Hardhack   Spiraea douglasii ssp. douglasii  
   Ocean spray   Holodiscus discolor 
   Pacific willow  Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra 
   Prickly rose   Rosa acicularis  
   Prince’s-pine  Chimaphila umbellata 
   Red huckleberry  Vaccinium parvifolium 
   Salal    Gaultheria shallon 
  Salmonberry  Rubus spectabilis 
  Scouler’s willow  Salix scouleriana 
* Spurge-laurel  Daphne laureola 
  Tall Oregon grape  Mahonia aquifolium  
  Trailing blackberry  Rubus ursinus 
  Twinflower   Linnaea borealis 
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FERNS & HERBS - 25 species 
 
Common name  Scientific name 
 
   Blue wildrye  Elymus glaucus 
   Bracken fern  Pteridium aquilinum 
   Creeping buttercup  Ranunculus repens 
   Deer fern   Blechnum spicant 
   Early blue violet  Viola adunca 
   Foamflower   Tiarella trifoliata 
   Fringecup   Tellima grandiflora 
   Green spleenwort  Asplenium viride 
* Hairy cat’s-ear  Hypochaeris radicata 
   Henderson’s sedge  Carex hendersonii 
* Herb-Robert  Geranium robertianum 
   Lady fern   Athyrium filix-femina 
   Licorice fern  Polypodium glycryrrhiza 
   Maidenhair fern  Adiantum pedatum 
   Pale sedge   Carex livida 
   Piggy-back plant  Tolmiea menziesii 
   Rattlesnake-plantain     Goodyera oblongifolia 
   Siberian miner’s lettuce Claytonia perfoliata 
   Slough sedge  Carex obnupta 
   Spiny wood fern  Dryopteris expansa 
   Stream violet  Viola glabella 
   Sword fern   Polystichium munitum 
   Wall lettuce   Lactuca muralis 
   Western fescue  Festuca occidentalis 
* Yellow archangel  Lamiastrum galeobdolon 
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Appendix E – UTM coordinates for significant trees idenitifed in Benson Creek Falls 

Regional Park over February of 2013 
 
 

GPS Label Veteran Tree (V) 
Snag (S) 
Uncommon (U) 
Wildlf use (W) 

UTM 
Northing 

UTM 
Easting 

SngFd72 70+cm DBH (S) 421189 5449709 
Fd Vet 113 110+ cm DBH (V) 421272 5449659 
Ps36 35+ cm DBH (U) 421307 5449596 
Cw43wldlftree 40+ cm DBH (W) 421254 5449589 
Fdvet 125+110 2 x 110 cm DBH (V) 421309 5449519 
Fdvet94 90+cm DBH (V) 421302 5449502 
Yew18 18+ cm DBH (U) 421279 5449503 
Fd140 140+ cm DBH (V) 421262 5449481 
Fd Vet87 85+ cm DBH (V) 421436 5449412 
Fd Vet82 80+ cm DBH (V) 421421 5449383 
Fd113 110+ cm DBH (V) 421323 5449408 
Vet Fd122 120+ cm DBH (V) 421436 5449279 
Vet Fd 102  100+ cmDBH (V) 421414 5449280 
Vet Fd93 90+ cm DBH (V) 421435 5449237 
Sng Fd91 90+ cm DBH (S) 421468 5449157 
Fd Vet95+80 90+ & 80+ cm DBH (V) 421457 5449158 
Fd Vet114 110+ cm DBH (V) 421449 5449141 
Vet Hw87 85+ cm DBH (V) 421430 5449147 
Wpkr Sngs3 35+ 3 x 35+ cm DBH (W) 421456 5449111 
Vet Fd109 105+ cm DBH (V) 421402 5449120 
Vet Fd4 80-115 4 x 80 to 115 cm DBH (V) 421445 5449062 
Sng Fd111 110+ cm DBH (S) 421436 5448977 
Yew20 20+ cm DBH (U) 421364 5449032 
Fd109 105+ cm DBH (V) 421281 5449000 
Fd116 115+ cm DBH (V) 421272 5449018 
Fd104 100+ cm DBH (V) 421308 5449110 
Fd98 95+ cm DBH (V) 421307 5449125 
Vetfirsng85 85+ cm DBH (S) 421273 5449190 
Cw131 130+ cm DBH (V) 421258 5449171 
Cw126 125+ cm DBH (V) 421236 5449173 
Cw91 90+ cm DBH (V) 421223 5449143 
Hw83 80+ cm DBH (V) 421175 5449157 
Hwsng55 50+ cm DBH (S) 421216 5449124 
Fd145 140+ cm DBH (V) 421130 5449430 
    
    

 


